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DRAFT AGENDA



FORUM ON

“CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN THE PROMOTION AND DEFENSE OF

 
     DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS”

AU COMMISSION – OAS GENERAL SECRETARIAT

             WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF INTERNATIONAL IDEA
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

October 12-13, 2011

	FIRST DAY:  PLENARY SESSION |Wednesday, October 12th, 2011


8:30-9:00
Registration and distribution of materials 

9:00-10:15
Inaugural session 


-Welcome words from the Chair of the African Union Permanent 



Representatives´ Committee



-Keynote speech from the Chairperson of the African Union Commission Jean 


Ping 


-Keynote speech from the OAS Secretary General Jose Miguel Insulza  


-Remarks from the Secretary General of International IDEA Vidar Helgesen  



-Closing words from the Chair of the Permanent Council of the Organization of 


American States, Ambassador Bayney Karran, Permanent Representative of 


Guyana to the OAS
10:15 – 10:30
Coffee break
10:30-10:40
Presentation of objectives and methodology of the Forum



-Ambassador John K.  Shinkaiye. Chief of Staff, Bureau of the Chairperson, AU


-Irene Klinger, Director of International Affairs, OAS
10:40 – 11:40
FIRST PANEL: AFRICAN UNION AND OAS ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES TO SUPPORT AND PROTECT DEMOCRACY: ACHIEVEMENTS AND FUTURE CHALLENGES 
Presenters:

· Ambassador _____________

· Expert from the AU Commission

· Expert from the AU Commission 
· Ambassador María Isabel Salvador, Permanent Representative of  


Ecuador, Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the 


OAS


· Peter Lord, Deputy Chief of Mission of the U.S. Mission to the African Union 

· Victor Rico, Secretary for Political Affairs
· Mustaq Moorad, Regional Director, Africa, International IDEA

Moderator:  Former Permanent Representative of Egypt to the African Union, 


Ambassador Tarek 
Ghoneim

Rapporteur:
11:40 – 13:00 
Debate/questions 

13:00 – 14:30
Lunch 

14:30 – 16:00
SECOND PANEL:  AFRICAN UNION AND OAS ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE AND PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS: CHALLENGES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
Presenters:
· Reine Alapini-Gansou, President of the ACHPR (?) or a Commissioner
· Mary Maboreke, Executive Secretary of the ACHPR
· Mumba Malila, Commissioner of the ACHPR
· Possibly the Registrar from the African Court
· Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, Deputy Executive Secretary of the Inter-



American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

· Oswaldo Ruiz-Chiriboga, Expert on the Inter-American Court of Human 


Rights



Moderator:  Pierre Giroux, Alternate Representative of Canada to the OAS
16:00 – 17:00 
Debate/questions 

18:00 – 19:00  Reception / Toast offered by the AU Chairperson Jean Ping and the African Union Commission in honor of OAS Secretary General Insulza and OAS Member States representatives
	SECOND DAY: 
WORKING GROUPS | Thursday, October 13th, 2011


9:30 – 12:00
Working groups with the members of the African Union Commission and their counterparts from the OAS on the following three topics

1. Strengthening Electoral Practices in Africa and the Americas: The Experience and Future of Electoral Observation and Technical Cooperation 
Presenters:

· Ambassador _____________
· Expert from the AU Commission 

· Expert from the AU Commission 
· Ambassador Hubert Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica 


and Representative of the CARICOM Regional Group

· Ambassador Dario Paya, Permanent Representative of Chile and 


Representative of the ALADI Regional Group 

· Betilde Muñoz Pogossian, Chief of Electoral Projects and Studies 


Section, Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation
Moderator:   Daniel Zovatto, Director, Regional Office for Latin America and the 


          Caribbean, International IDEA
2. Mechanisms for Conflict Prevention and Resolution
Presenters: 

· Ambassador _____________

· Expert from the AU Commission 

· Expert from the AU Commission
· Ambassador Isabel Christina de Azevedo Heyvaert, Permanent 



Representative of Brazil to Ethiopia
· Ambassador Skinner-Klee, Permanent Representative of Guatemala 


Representative of the SICA Regional Group 
· Karen Bozicovich, Head of System for Political Analysis and Multiple 


Scenarios, Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special 


Missions, Secretariat for Political Affairs

Moderator:  AU to provide name
3. Regional Bodies in Charge of Promoting and Protecting Human Rights
Presenters: 

· Ambassador _____________

· Expert from the AU Commission 

· Expert from the AU Court
· Karla Tatiana Ornelas Loera, Alternate Representative of the Mission of 


Mexico
· Fanny Gomez Lugo, Staff Attorney, Inter-American Commission on 


Human Rights 
Moderator: OAS Human Rights Commission (TBD)
12:00 – 14:00
Buffet lunch offered by the African Union 

14:00 – 15:30
Presentation of conclusions by Working Group rapporteurs with plans for collaborative action by the AU and the OAS

15:30 – 17:00
Formal Conclusion of the OAS-AU Forum

Closing by Ambassador John K. Shinkaiye. Chief of Staff, Bureau of the Chairperson, 
AU; Irene Klinger, Director of International Affairs, OAS; and a Representative of 
International IDEA.[image: image1.png]
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